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AVOIDING
MALADAPTATION

CLIMATE MALADAPTATION

MALADAPTATION REFERS TO THE PROCESS THAT AN INTENTIONAL ADAPTATION ACTION MAY LEAD TO NEGATIVE

EFFECTS WHICH INCREASE VULNERABILITY, DIMINISH WELLBEING OR UNDERMINE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

RISK FACTORS OF MALADAPTATION



THE PROCESSES LEADING TO MALADAPTATION AND POTENTIAL MALADAPTIVE OUTCOMES ARE DIVERSE.
BUT THERE ARE 5 CATEGORIES OF SPECIFIC RISK FACTORS THAT CAN BE IDENTIFIED.

RECOMMENDATIONS ON HOW TO AVOID MALADAPTATION IN PRACTICE



AVOIDING MALADAPTATION BEFORE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ADAPTATION ACTION IS POSSIBLE
THROUGH ADDRESSING POTENTIAL RISK FACTORS.

Not dealing with
future scenarios

and uncertainties
adequately

Being stuck in siloed systems
and lack of participation

Limited information
and improper use of

data

Unsustainable
financial steering

Prioritizing   short-term,
popular solutions

Geographic or
demographic reasons

Implementation
failures and

shortcomings

Lack of
effectiveness 

Insufficient
knowledge and
understanding

Lack of
mainstreaming

and coordination

Lack of
sustainability and
path dependency

Lack of relevance

Deal with maladaptation
complexity

Better anticipate future
development

Enable more integration by
aligning strategies and
working across sectors 

Have all stakeholders and
people impacted

participating

Allocate funding to the
right adaptation actions 
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ROOTS AND CAUSES OF MALADAPTATION

DISCOVER THE SELF- ASSESSMENT TOOL FOR MALADAPTATION ON OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.REGILIENCE.EU
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