
TRANSFORMING THE SCHOOLYARDS  

OTS on Just Resilience 

Turning schoolyards into habitable places: greener, coeducational, and community-oriented 



2.300 hours 



In 2019, only 30% of schools in 
Barcelona had schoolyards suitable 
for playability, gender and 
sustainability criteria 



 
 

THE ORIGINS OF THE PROGRAM 
The Role of the City Council: From occasional support to public initiative 

 

PLAYABLE CITY  

CLIMATE EMERGENCY DECLARATION 

The Climate Plan 

Barcelona’s Green 
and Biodiversity 
Plan 2020 

A public space play plan to move 
towards a more playable city 



Pollution 

Presence of vegetation 

Play areas for children  

SELECTION CRITERIA FOR SCHOOLS – 
GREATER VULNERABILITY TO CLIMATE 
AND SOCIAL CHANGE 



MAIN GOALS 

GREENER 

CO-
EDUCATIONAL 

COMMUNITY-
ORIENTED 



SPACES AND DYNAMICS 

A good schoolyard 
combines high-quality 
infrastructure with a solid 
pedagogical project 
involving uses and 
dynamics  

 

 

 

 

The involvement of the 
entire educational 
community is essential 

 



IMBALANCE: giving centrality to some games 
and confining the rest to the edges 

SEGREGATION: The design of the playground determines 
the experience and use of space for boys and girls 



The design of the playgrounds does not contribute to breaking with gender 
roles nor is it inclusive enough 

Honorata Grzesikowska 
y Ewelina Jaskulska:  
"The study of behavior 
in schoolyards reflects 
gender inequalities and 
differences in use 
between boys and girls." 



6 CRITERIA FOR A GOOD SCHOOLYARD:  
GREENER, COEDUCATIONAL, AND COMMUNITY-ORIENTED 



CO-CREATION 

18 Preliminary project presentation  

Gathering needs and proposals  



THE REGULAR PLAYGROUD 



THE DESIGN OF A SCHOOLYARD 

BEFORE  AFTER 



Mas Casanovas 

School 

32 

BEFORE AFTER 

Escola Marinada 



BEFORE AFTER 

Escola Mas Casanovas 

IA Vapor i Molí 



BEFORE AFTER 



COLLECTED EVALUATIONS 

There is a greater diversification of 
play and a decrease in the dominance 
of football in the schoolyards 

It improves students' well-being, with a 
reduction in conflicts and an increase in 
comfort 

A more equal distribution of space 
usage is encouraged for both girls 
and boys 

"I feel freer because 
in the schoolyard 
we can play more 
things than just on 
the court" (girl). 

"The agora has allowed us 

to hold classroom 

meetings in the yard. Some 

subjects also use the yard 

for lessons because there 

are seating areas that they 

didn’t have before" 

(teacher) 



Thanks for your attention! 

 

Blai Martí Plademunt 

bmartip@bcn.cat 

https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/educacio/ca/transformem-els-patis  
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